Black History: Essay

Madam C.J: Walker
it Knoiw:that:Madaim G.J.. Walker wais:the. first: African American fetale:
selfmade milionairel Walker' ise to weslth demonsirates Affican Amefican
persistence andefitréprencurship: Tha 1% whiy V'ath golhg to B Writing abiouit Ker ifé,

conttibutians, suceess, and mpacts onthe community..

“Sarah .Bréédtbvé-,-ifaﬁﬁatlyl'.khm“.«'m ds Mddarn C:.J. Walker Ws‘s’s.l.bof'r.a:oa:ié:.‘rgiia‘ritai;i.oii
close o Delta, Louisansa on December23,1867, She was orphaned at age of seve by
het.older sister: Litienid and ived With hek: She hadl Very ittie formal adiicationas a
child; biut possibly at her family's smalt chiurch: The' ts wotked in the ottn fiélds
partly toescape her abiusive brothier-fn-law, At the age of fourteen Walker married
Moses Mewliains: THER When Her husbahd died 1 1887, Walker Bicare a single:
figther to twosyearsold daughterLelia; Pursultig hér vay o of hardstilp;in:1889,
Walker.moved to St Louls; Missourl, where er four brothers were barbers; Thiere,.
Stie Viotked a5  laufidress and cdbK. Shié als'folried the African Methodist Episéopal
Church; ihere shiet leading black men dnd wome; Whoseieducation and'siiccess
likewise ispired her. Then in 1894;:she married Johin Davis; but the marriage was
tioublad; and i cbilpte later. divarcéd. Struggling finaheiall; facing bl loss) ahd

feeling the straln of years of physical labor, Walker's life. took a dramatic:tarm in1904,.



 14°1904; She riét only biegn' usirig AfFican Arierlcaii businigsswortian Afinfe Turbo:
Malohe!s The. Great Wonderful Halr Growen bt she also jolngd Malone’s.teamiof
* black women sales agents. 4 year later, Watker moved fo Denver, Colorado and she
Fiarried Chiarlés Joseph Walkér then ténamed hierself “Madari €., J. Walkér Afér:
thatwith $1.25, she’ launched fier owin line of Hiair products'and straighteners for
Affican Ametican women called “Madam Walker's Wonderfill Hialr Grower, Waiker's
b‘-usm'ess‘-"gjeéwfraj_:s_zj_atg,-;mmls-afég-exeéeamg_%sscc;oon‘m*tﬁé_:.ffﬁaije‘ar’-'af e life. Her
total worth topped $1 miltion dotlars, and intludad a marsion 1 [rvirigton; New-York
namied “Villa Lewaro;" and propertiés ffi Harlemiy-Chicago; Pitésburghy-and St Louls.
As her'wealth iricreased; so did her phiflanthropié and politicalioiitieach; O of her
impacts-on the community:was when she ¢émployed 40,000 African American women
and mén in the U.S, Central America and the Caribbean. Walker. aﬁd'iﬁcf;ﬁi}j,g
contriblted o thi YNCA, itovered Eiition for six Affican Amiericanstudenits, at
Tiskegee Instifute; and became active-in:the anti-lynching movement; donating
$5,000 't the NAACP’S &fforts.BUt just prior toidying.of Kidney fafluré; Walker altet
har-will, passing ori twd:thirds of futiire, net profits ta eharity, divaddition to.

thoysands-of dollars given-to many individuals and schools.

Lthink miore sUpport can be given to frfriority:efitrepréndurs By, dxpéiienced peoplé.
offering skills; and intraducing them to their.network or:sharing valuable Busihess:
esoutces. Mentorship can providé Black bilsinesses with the guidance; cofldénce and

skills they fecd td suctessfully nayigate the ‘challenges of ehtréprineurship’, They can’



also mention their business fn community events as well as, shop at thelr businesses

to support them.

Madam C.J. Walker did a lot of things that impact the community and the warld. She
showed that na matter who you are and where you can from you can do whate_ver is.
up to your abilities, These are the reasons why | chose her for my black history month

essay,



